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VSA student artists share their perspective 

VSA artsJAM Students (L-R) Dominique Reid, John Reid, Sierra Burkes, 
Dominique Davis, Ramon Dorr, Ebony Edmonds, Keith Reid

By Jazmine Steele 
The Michigan Citizen 
 
After 11 weeks of intensive training with some of Detroit’s most talented 
artists, it’s time to show off. On March 19, student artists enrolled in the 
VSA artsJAM Detroit program will do exactly that. Their Share ‘n Show 
exhibit will take place at their Detroit campus from 6-8 p.m. 
 
“It’s the best day of my life,” Dominique Reid, a recent graduate of 
Highland Park High School, said. “I get around my peers and we just have 
fun it with. I always have fun when I come to VSA.” 
 
Reid is just one of many student artists who come to the after school 
program to hang out and have fun. She said she enjoys all forms of 
artistic expression, but dancing is her favorite. The same holds true for 
Dominique Davis, a 15-year-old sophomore at Highland Park High. Both 
are looking forward to presenting dance routines at the recital. 
 
“You can just move and get loose,” Davis said. 
 
John Reid, also a student at High Park High, describes the program as 
simply “beautiful” and said it has taught him a lot about the 
responsibilities of growing up. 
 
“You get a chance to figure out your true potential,” Reid said. “I’ve 
learned I have a lot of talent and there’s so many things you can make 
art out of.” He proudly boasts that his visual pieces are beautiful and is 
looking forward to reciting some of his poetry at the exhibition. 
 
The Associate Director of the program, Alana Barter, is equally excited 
about the exhibition. The exhibit will feature everything from visual 
watercolor reflections to dance routines. 
 
“The students bring their own ingenuity, unique perspective and 
originality,” she said. 

Read about Le Petit Zinc, 
Detroit's new French cafe
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